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Fonds/Collection Number: F0514

Title: Marilou McPhedran fonds

Dates: 1973-2006, predominant 1985-2003

Extent: 22.275 m of textual records
510 photographs : b&w, sepia and col. ; 25 x 32 cm or smaller
342 photographs : b&w and col. negatives ; 35 mm and 6 x 6 cm
235 photographs (jpeg)
148 photographs : col. slides ; 35 mm
8 photographs : col. Polaroid ; 8.5 x 10.5 cm
159 computer disks ; 9 x 9 cm
13 compact discs
20 ZIP disks
2 DVDs
26 videocassettes
18 audio cassettes
22 posters
19 t-shirts
5 certificates
Assorted ephemera

Biographical Sketch/
Administrative History:

Marilou McPhedran is a Canadian feminist lawyer, consultant and activist. Born
and raised in Neepawa, Manitoba, McPhedran attended the University of
Winnipeg from 1969 to 1972, where she was president of the University of
Winnipeg Student Association. She then attended the University of Toronto in
1972-1973, graduating with a BA in 1973. That same year, she enrolled at York
University's Osgoode Hall Law School and graduated with a LL.B. in 1976. In
1992, McPhedran was awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws degree by the
University of Winnipeg. She completed a LL.M. degree in Comparative
Constitutional Law at Osgoode Hall Law School in 2004. After completing her
LL.B., McPhedran worked as counsel and human rights consultant for the
Advocacy Resource Centre for the Handicapped from 1979 to 1981. During this
period, she assisted with the Justin Clarke case and helped to organize the first
National Conference on Law and the Handicapped. From 1981 to 1985, she was
employed as health advocate and counsel for the City of Toronto, where she
served as member of the Metro Toronto Task Force on Public Violence against
Women and Children and as a coordinator of the Action Task Force on
Discharged Psychiatric Patients. In 1981 and 1982, McPhedran was a volunteer
member of and counsel to the Ad Hoc Committee of Canadian Women on the
Constitution, a group that successfully drafted a gender equality clause for the
Canadian Constitution of Rights and Freedoms. McPhedran's other volunteer and
activist work included serving as co-founder of the Charter of Rights Education
Fund in 1982-1983 and co-founder of the Women's Legal Education Action Fund
(LEAF) in 1985, for which she also served as chair of LEAF Foundation and chair
of the LEAF's National Board of Directors. In 1984, she co-founded and later
served as chair of the Metropolitan Toronto Action Committee on Violence against
Women and Children (METRAC), the first non-government organization in
Canada dedicated to research and advocacy to counter violence against women
and children. McPhedran was a founding board member and manager of the
Gerstein Centre in 1989, an organization helping discharged psychiatric patients.
From 1990 to 1991, McPhedran served as chair of the College of Physician and
Surgeons' Independent Task Force on Sexual Abuse of Patients and, in 2000,
she chaired a second task force on the same subject. She also worked as interim
director of the Canadian Women's Foundation in 1990. Starting in 1988,
McPhedran offered strategic counsel and legal consultancy under the name Law,
Systems and Advocacy. Working as a consultant in the area of women's health,
McPhedran held the position of corporate director of the City of Toronto's Healthy
City office from 1991 to 1994 and for Women's College Hospital's Health
Partnerships program from 1994 to 1996. She then served as a consultant for
Friends of Women's College Hospital, Liberty Health, and Homewood Health
Care between 1996 and 1998. From 2001 to 2003, McPhedran was executive
coordinator of the National Network on Environments and Women's Health at
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York University. In 1998, McPhedran became the founding director of the
International Women's Rights Project (IWRP), located respectively at the Centre
for Refugee Studies and the Centre for Feminist Research at York University. Her
association with IWRP continued as co-director from 2003 to 2007, lasting
through its 2003 relocation to the Centre for Global Studies at the University of
Victoria. She was employed in 2004 as an international consultant for Cowater
International, hired to conduct a study and prepare a final report about the work of
the Asian Development Bank's RETA 6008: Gender and Governance Issues in
Local Government project. From 2003 to 2005, McPhedran was a volunteer
member of the Program Advisory Committee of the Canadian Firearms Program.
In addition to her volunteer and consultancy work, McPhedran has also worked as
a writer and educator. Based on her experiences chairing task forces on the
sexual abuse of patients and other advocacy work, McPhedran co-authored a
textbook with Wendy Sutton titled "Preventing sexual abuse of patients : a legal
guide for health professionals." She also served two terms, in 1994 and 2000, as
Planner-in-Residence at the School of Planning at the University of Waterloo,
where, in 2000, she taught a course titled "Building healthy communities : local to
global human rights." Made a Member of the Order of Canada in 1985 for her
work with the Ad Hoc Committee on the Constitution, McPhedran was also
awarded a Canada 125 Medal for community service in 1992 and the Woman of
the Year award from the B'nai Brith in 1993. She was the Women's Law
Association of Ontario's Woman of the Year in 1997. In 2002, she was awarded
the Queen's Jubilee Medal, and she received the Governor General's Persons
Case Medal in 2003. In January 2007, McPhedran became the Ariel F. Sallows
Chair in Human Rights at the University of Saskatchewan. From November 2007
to July 2008, she was the Chief Commissioner of the Saskatchewan Human
Rights Commission. McPhedran is currently the principal of the Global College at
the University of Winnipeg.

Scope and Content: Fonds consists of records created and accumulated by Marilou McPhedran
through her activities as a lawyer, legal reformer, and activist. These records
illustrate the breadth and variety of McPhedran's work in the areas of
constitutional reform, women's international and national rights, women's health,
and violence against women and children. Included in the fonds are
administrative records of a number of non-profit organizations and committees of
which she was a founder, including the Women's Legal Education Action Fund,
the Gerstein Centre, the Metropolitan Action Committee on Violence against
Women and Children, and the Ad Hoc Committee of Canadian Women on the
Constitution. Other records in this fonds, including subject files, correspondence
and conference materials, document McPhedran's academic, research and
writing work and her contracted work for women's health organizations.

S00409 Ad Hoc Committee of Canadian Women on the
Constitution files

S00410 Asian Development Bank project files
S00411 Canadian Firearms Program Advisory Committee files
S00412 Canadian Women's Foundation files
S00413 Charter of Rights Education Fund files
S00414 Day planners
S00415 Gerstein Centre files
S00416 Healthy City files
S00417 Homewood Health Care files
S00418 International Women's Rights Project files
S00419 Liberty Health files
S00420 Mary Jane Mossman and the Institute for Feminist Legal

Studies files
S00421 Master of Laws files
S00422 Metropolitan Committee on Violence against Women and

Children (METRAC) files
S00423 National Network on Environments and Women's Health

files
S00424 Posters and certificates
S00425 Sexual abuse prevention guide files
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S00426 Speeches and speaking engagement files
S00427 Subject files
S00428 Task Force on the Sexual Abuse of Patients files
S00429 T-shirts and buttons
S00430 University of Waterloo and Pragma Council files
S00431 Women's College Hospital files
S00432 Women's Legal Education and Action Fund files
S00530 Ontario Medical Association v. Marilou McPhedran
S00577 Articles and other writing
S00578 Photographs and memorabilia

Restrictions on
Access and Use:

Access to some series has been restricted. Please see the series-level
descriptions for more specific information.

Finding Aid: Series descriptions and file lists are available online.

URL of Finding Aid: http://archivesfa.library.yorku.ca/fonds/ON00370-f0000514.htm

Accruals: The fonds comprises the following accessions: 2007-020, 2007-031, 2011-019,
2012-033. Further accruals may be expected.

Immediate source of
acquisition:

Donated by Marilou McPhedran in 2007, 2011 and 2012.

Provenance Access Points: McPhedran, Marilou

Date of creation: 2009/09/09
Date of last revision: 2012/09/26
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