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Fonds/Collection Number: F0247

Title: Paul Medow fonds

Dates: 1947-2004

Extent: 3.84 m of textual records
1 video cassette
95 audio cassettes

Biographical Sketch/
Administrative History:

Paul Medow was born on 10 March 1926 in Prague, Czechoslovakia (now in the
Czech Republic) of Russian parents. He is a retired Professor of Economic
Cybernetics at York University. Medow received his secondary school education
at the Lycée Hoche, Versailles, France before serving in the United States
Infantry, 1944-1945. He took his degrees at Cornell University (B.A.S. 1950) and
Columbia University (Ph.D. 1960). Medow was a member of Dr. Karl Polanyi#s
Research Seminar on Non-Market Institutions (1957-1964). He was part of the
group of academics who worked closely with Polanyi in the 1950s and 1960s at
Columbia University, and he also served as Assistant Editor (1965-1967) of
"Coexistence", the journal initiated by Polanyi in the early 1960s to encourage the
collaboration and dialogue of international scholars across the Cold War divide.
Prior to becoming a faculty member at York University in 1968, Medow taught at
Rutgers University (1957-1966) and the New York School for Social Research
(1966-1968). At York University, Medow was a founding member of the Program
on Political and Social Thought, as well as the founder and Chairman
(1970-1989) of York#s Economic Research Systems Planning Group. Medow has
published numerous research papers and articles and delivered many conference
papers on institutional and international economics, programs and systems
planning, subcontracting of global environmental, and the application of computer
simulations to the aforementioned topics. In addition, he has been involved in
many professional international committees and conferences, notably those in
association with or of the Institute de la Vie. He died on 20 May 2005 in Toronto,
Canada.

Scope and Content: The fonds consists of records that document Dr. Paul Medow#s career as a
scholar and university professor. The fonds is arranged in the following series:

S00235 Karl Polanyi files
S00236 Institutional Economics files
S00237 Teaching files

Language of material note: Some correspondence and research notes are in Russian.

Restrictions on
Access and Use:

No restrictions on access.

Finding Aid: Series-level descriptions with corresponding file lists are complete at this time.
Individual accession file lists are available separately; see accruals note.

URL of Finding Aid: http://archivesfa.library.yorku.ca/fonds/ON00370-f0000247.htm

Accruals: The fonds comprises the following accessions: 2003-025, 2004-050, 2006-010.
Further accruals may be expected.

Associated Material: Related records may be found at the Karl Polanyi Institute at Concordia
University, Montreal, Quebec. See:
http://artsandscience.concordia.ca/polanyi/archive/

Immediate source of
acquisition:

Donated by Paul Medow in 2003 and 2004 and by Inna Medow in 2006.

Provenance Access Points: Medow, Paul.
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